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i HE July which immediately suc
ceeded my marriage was made
memorablo by three cases of in
terest in which I had the privi

JS8S Qf being associated with Sherlock
Holmes and of studying his methods
fjr the headings of TheAdventure of

Second Stain The Adventure of
thg Naval Treaty and The Adven

5 of the Tired Captain The first
however deals with interests

importance and implicates so
t Hfiy of the first families in the king

that for many years it will be
Impossible to make it public No case

r in which Holmes was en
gaged has ever illustrated the value of

ana methods so clearly or
fjscs impressed those were asso
ceied with him so deeply I still re
yhi an almost verbatim report of the

rview in which he Demonstrated the
3ue facts of the case to Monsieur Du

bugue of the Paris police and Fritz
the wellknown special

Bantzig both cf whom had wast
e energies upon what proved to

Issues The new century will
fiye come however before the story
ca be safely told Meanwhile pass
ftSjIo the second on my list prom

also at one time to be of national
importance and was marked by several
iqdents which give it a quite unique
Character

my school days I bad been
in associated with a lad named

Phelps who was of much the
sams as myself though he was two
closes ahead of me He was a very

boy and carried away every
e which the school had to offer

ii1rlihing his exploits by winning a
S larship which sent him on to con

e his triumphant career at Cam
ge He was I remember extremely
connected and even we were

iffilflittle boys together we knew
mothers brother was Lord Hold

fijpsst the great conservative politician
gaudy relationship did him little
at school On the contrarY It

nefl rather a piquant thing to us to
48yy him about the playground and

over the shins with a wicket
Sji it was another thing when he came
optf Into the world I heard vaguely
ejat his abilities and the influences

fes position at the foreign office and
ffiii he passed completely out of my

until the following letter recalled
Msexistence
Ipl Briarbrae

Dear Watson I have no doubt
that you can remember Tadpole Phelps

g3 was in the fifth form when you
wefe in the third It is possible even
t you may have heard that through
or uncles influence I obtained a good

at the foreign office and
jj I was in a situation of trust and

liBs far until a horrible misfortune came
s to blast my career

is iiae writing the details
Qi dreadful event In the event of

pjjr acceding to my request it is prob
sbjp that I shall have to narrate them

I have only Just recovered from
weeks of brainfever and am still

ISSseedingly weak Do you think that
ym could bring your friend Mr Holmes

to see me I should like to have
the case though the au

hs fltles assure me that nothing more
epf bw done Do brlngblm down
p as soon as possible Every minute

ems an hour While I live in this state
j suspense Assure hint that
lal have not asked his advice sooner

not because not appreciate
his talents but because I have been off
m head ever since the blow fell
3am clear again though I dare

of it too much for fear of a re
tkpfee I am still so weak that I have
to as you see by dictating Do
tirgj to bring him

Your old schoolfellow
PERCY PHELPS

EJfierQ was something that touched me
read this letter something pitiable

l Sthe reiterated appeals to bring
So moved was I that even had

Itljeen a difficult matter I should have
but of course I knew well that

ifpfmes loved his art so that ho was
as ready to bring his aid as his client

e bo to receive it My wife agreed
fSLth me that not a moment should be

in laying the matter before him
so within an hour of breakfasttime

myself back once more in the
offlrooms in Baker street

was seated at his sidetable
enS In his dressinggown and working
JfgjCfl over a chemical Investigation A

curved retort was boiling furious
jjn the bluish flame of a Bunsen

and the distilled drops were
henslnsr Into a twplUre measure

friend hardly glanced up as I en
g J and I seeing that Iris investiga

must be of importancj seated my
m lelf in an armchair and waited He

lath this bottle or that drawing
Ca few drops of each with his glass

pj ttp arid finally brought a testtube
0pn solution oyer to the table

right hand he held a slip of
HUj uspaper

ou come at a crisis Watson said
It this paper remains blue all Its

Tfjfft It it turns red it means a mans
He dipped It into the testtube

apuit flushed at once into a dull dirty
X isoJi Hum I thought as much
h1rled I will bo at your service In
aJSSnstant Watson You will find to
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1Ielitthetwo candJcs which stood upon the mantelpiece and turned back the corner of the carpet in the neighborhood of the door PrcsnUy lie stooped and picked out asquar pieccof board

¼

>

telegrams which were hanaed over to
the page boy Then he threw himself
down ito chair oppos and drejv
up hia knees until Ills llhgerss claspe d
round his long thin shins

A very commonplace little murder
said he Youve got something better
I fancy You are the stormy petrel of
crime Watson What is it

I handed him the letter w hich he read
with the most concentrated attentiOn

Itldoes not tell us very much does
It be remarked as he handed it back
to me i

r v

And yet the wVitihsr is of interest
But the writing isriot hls own
Precisely ILlssa womans
A mans surely I cried
No a womans and a woman of rare

character You wee at the commence
mont of an Is something
to know that your client is In close con
tact with some one who for goxxi or
evil has an exceptional nature My In
teroa Is already awakened In the
If you are ready ya will start at once
for Woking and see this diplomatist
who is in such evIl case and the lady

1
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tie under an hour we found ourselves
among thofiivwYiods ana the heather of
Woldng BriarbVaeproved to he a large
detached hpuse stUniling In extensive
grounds within a few minutes walk of
tle stitiQn On Sending In our cards
we were shown into an elegantly ap
pointed drawing room where we were
jo ln A few minutes by a rather
atout man who received us with much
hospitality Ills age may have been
nearer forty than thirty but his cheeks
were so ruddy and hls eyes so merry
that he still conveyed the impression

plump and mischievous boy
I am wo eted that you havo cqme

saidhe sljaking our hands
sion Percy has been Inquiring for
yoli nil jnornlng Ah poor old chap hw
clings to any straw Hisfather

to sea you for trie
mere mention of the subject is very
painful to them

Ve have had no details yet ob
served Holmes I perceive that you
are not youruelf a member of the fan
ily

Our acquaintarjce looked Hurprised
and then glanting down he began to
Toirr l

with

and h
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moment I thought you had done some
thing clever Joseph Harrison Is my
name and as Percy is to marry my
sister Annie I shall at least be a rela
tion by marriage You wilt find m
ter Jn his room for she has him
handa hdfoot this twb months back
Perhaps wejflbetten go fnat for
I Jmpienthe Is

In which shown
was on the same floor as the drawing
room It was furnished partly as a sit
ting and partly bed room with
Jlowers arra daintily in nook
arid corner A young man very pale
and worn was lying upon a sofa near
the open window through whlcli can ie

h Bceht garden and the
balmy summer air A woman was
ting bea ide him who rb e as wu entered

Shall I leave Percy she
He clutched her hand to detain her
How are you Watson said he cpr

lJally J hould never have Jirown you
under that moustache and I dare say
you would not be prepared to swear
to me This I prcsuina fs your colebrat
er friend Mr Sherlock Homes

I Introduced hUn In a words and
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She was a strikinglooking woman a
little short and thick for symmetry but
with a beautiful jlye complexion large
dark Italian eyes arId a wealth of deep

hair Her rich tints made the
white face of her cornpanion tfie more
n ornaridhaggajl by thecoiitrast

I won t waste your time said he
ralsing himself upon the sofa Ill
plunge into the matter without further
preamble I was a happy arid success
fiil man Mr Holmes and on the eve
of being married w hen k and
dreadful misfor tune wrecked all my
prospects in life

I was as Watson may have told
you in the foreign offlces and
the Influence of my uncle Lord Holfl
hurst I rose rapidly to a resppnslblo
position When my unclo became for
elgji minister In this lidmlnistratlORho
gave me several m isMiohs of trust
and as I always brought them to a suc
cessful conclusion hecatno at last to
have the confidence in my abil
ity and tact

Nearly ten weeks be more
accurate on the 23d of May he called
me Into his room
complimenting mo on the good work
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This said he taking a gray roll
f paper from his bureau is the orig
nal bf that secret between Erig
land and Italy of which I regret to
ray some rumors have already got
hto the public press It is of enorm
riis importanqe that nothing further

leakout The French or the
embassy would pay an 1m

nense sum to learn the contents of
these papers Tljey should not leave
ny bureau were it not itis abso
utely necessary to have them copied
fou have a desk in your office

Yes
Then take toe trealy and lock it

ip thdre I shall give directfons that
maj reniaih when the pth

rs go so that you copy it at
leisure without fear of being

When you have finished
eloek both prlgirihl and tHe draft

desk at hand them over to me
personally 6w morning

J took tho jja ers and
Excuse ma ah instant said

Solmes Were you alone during this
qriversatlon

Absolutely
In a largo rOom
Phlrtv fpo t onnh wn

tr at

Russian
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The iginal of
nan Doyles great detect
five stor gave
him international j
acknowledged by practi
cally all the critics to be

in plot and interg
est to tlie later adventures
wMcli have won such gen
erous applause The call
for the first stories

so insistent that
Times has made a specia
arrangement with Harpei
Bros own the origl
nal f the ser
and present these mas f
terpieces f ingeniiiirjr to
readers through the col
umns of the Sunday edif
tion I

And speaking low H
My uncles i always remarfet

ably low I hardly spoke at all gS
Thank you said Holmes shutting
eyes go qn Iji

I did exactly what he Indicated j

until the clerks had cle

One of them jn toy rooi3
Gorot had some arrears of

b make up so I left him there aim
out to dine When I returend Btfv

gone I was anxious to hurry niy
for I knew that

saw Just npw wa
town and he wouldtravel
WokIng by the 11 oclock train and

wanted if possible to catch it p
When 1 came to the

saw at once that it was of such Inir
that my uncle had been gull

f no exaggeration in what he had sa fcJU i

WIthout going into details J may stifeg
that it defined the position of Great i

toward the Triple Alliance
foreshadowed the policy which thjls
country would pursue in the event

French fleet gaining a complete sra
cendency over that of Italy in the J

terraneah The questions treated in Jifc

were purely naval At the end were
signatures of the high

signed it I glanced my eyes
t and then settled down to my task lot
copying

It was a long Britten Ihj
the French language a itt cbntainingl
twentysix seDarate articl3 I

quickly as I could at 9 oclopijp
had only done nine Articles and j

ieemed hopeless for me to attempt jf

catch my train I was drowsy
and stupid partly from my dinner anil
also from the effects of a long

A cup of coffee would clear my l
A commissionnaire remains all

night in a little lodge at the loot of tli6j
stairs and is in the habit of making c I

at his spiritlamp for any of the
ficials who may be working over tin

rang the bell therefore to
him f fA

To my surprise it a woman
answered the summons a Iargecoars
faced elderly woman in an apron Shaa
explained that she was the conrmlss
naires wife who did the charing abit

grave her the order for the coffee f

I wrote two more articles and then H
feeling more drowsy than ever I
and walked up and down the room jttfi
stretch my legs My coffee had not
come and I wondered what the causal
of the delay could be Opening the dopf4
I started down the corridor to find ou
There was a straight passage dIr
lighted which led from the room lap
which I had been working and was
only exit from it It ended in a curving
staircase with the cpmmissionriairers S
lodge in the passage at the
Half way down this staircase Is a smalt
landing with another passage running
into it at right angles This second ofifJ
leads by means of a second saall sta
to a side door used by servants aia i
also as a short cut by clerks when
ing from Charles street Here is a rou fcJ

chart of the place f Ef

Thank you I think that I quite fop
low you said Sherlock Holmes

It Is of the utmost importance that
you should nptice this point I vfwtl
down the stairs and into the hall w j
I found the commissionnaire fast aslee
in his box with the kettle boiling fui
ously upon the spiritlamp I took
the kettle and blew out the lamp fprj
the water was spurting over the flobig
Then I put out my hand and was abqu
to shake the man who was still sle
lag soundly when a bell over his head
rang loudly and he woke with a start

Mr Phelps sir said he
me in bewilderment f

I came down to see if my coffee wis
ready Hf

I was boiling the kettle when I S
asleep sir He looked at me and tliej
up at the still quivering bell with
evergrowing astonishment upon lilt
face

If you was here sir then who ranff
the bell he asked otsi

The bell I cried What bell Is K
Its the bell of the room you

working in
A cold hand seemed to close roim

my heart Some one then was in
room where my precious treaty lay ugo J

the table I ran frantically up
stairs and along the passage There
no one in the corridors Mr
There was no one In the room All vfaaji
exactly as I left it save only that
papers which had been committed jlo
my care had been taken from the
on which they lay The copy was thOT
and the original was gone gj

IdTolmes sat up In his chair and
his hands I could see that the pr
icm was entirely to heart Prj
What did you do then ha M

I recognized in an instant that
must have come up the staiim

from the side door Of course I mus
have met him if he had come the otfa

You were satisfied that he could ii K

have been concealed in the room a8s
the time or in the corridor which ydaj
have just described as dimly
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